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Preamble: These principles were created by the Planning and Development 
Committee’s Housing Working Group as a framework for discussion about 
potential housing on the Britannia site. This is not a declaration for or against 
housing on the site but simply a working document to open an informed and 
healthy conversation with the Britannia community around the question: "If the 
community deems housing a desire/need for the site: how and where should it 
exist, what should it look like, and for what purposes? This is just one of many 
conversations to have as we continue to seek community input on all possible 
futures for Britannia as part of a larger community consultation. These 
principles should be understood in the context of Britannia’s existing land use 
principles (March 2017), as well as broader community directions arising from 
the 2016 Grandview Woodlands Community Plan (see specifically: Grandview 
Woodlands Community Plan Direction 6.1.4 (p.48)). 
 

1. All land on the Britannia site must continue to be 100% publically owned 
 

2. Any potential housing must be 100% affordable non-market social 
housing 

 
3. Any potential housing should be planned and designed as a complement 

to the existing primary purpose of the Britannia site as a community 
amenity and resource. Housing should be purpose-built and managed for 
a diverse tenancy that reflects the unique character of the 
neighbourhood and can benefit from the supports and services available 
on site and participate in the development of a healthy, inclusive 
community. 

 
4. Any potential housing should be designed with a clear demarcation of 

housing and community space in order to maintain the feeling of privacy 
and security for residents as well as the sense of welcome and belonging 
for the whole community 
 

5. In keeping with the commitment of the Britannia partners to community 
leadership, any potential housing should be operated with a 
management model that supports ongoing resident engagement in their 
tenancy and in the broader Britannia site. 
 

6. Any potential housing should be managed in strong collaboration with 
Britannia site partners, working with residents and the broader 
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community to develop and maintain a symbiotic relationship between 
the community amenities and resources and housing on site. 

 
7. Any potential housing should be designed to maximize public greenspace 

as outlined in item #1 in the Britannia Land Use Principles (March 2017). 
 

8. Any potential housing should be designed to preserve mountain and city 
views from across the site as outlined in item #2 of Britannia’s Land Use 
Principles (March 2017). 

 
9. Any additional adjacent land acquired to extend the site should also be 

considered as a location for additional affordable non-market social 
housing. 

 
 
 
 

Motion from the Britannia Board of Management 11.19.2017: 
 
That the Britannia Board approves the Housing Guidelines as 
presented with the additional recommendation that the Britannia 
Planning and Development Committee works to develop definitions 
for “affordable non-market social housing”, and “greenspace”. 
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Appendices 
 

A. 16.1.4 of the 2016 Grandview Woodland Community Plan 
B. Britannia Land Use Principles (March 2017) 
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APPENDIX A – Britannia Renewal Land Use Principles 
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web: http://britanniarenewal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Britannia-Renewal-
Land-Use-Principles.pdf  
 

http://britanniarenewal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Britannia-Renewal-Land-Use-Principles.pdf
http://britanniarenewal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Britannia-Renewal-Land-Use-Principles.pdf
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APPENDIX B – Section 6.1.4 A of the 2016 Grandview Woodland Community Plan 

Britannia Community Centre and Library The Britannia Community Centre complex is a highly valued 

and well-used community hub. The centre hosts a number of programs and services via community 

partners on one site including co-located social services, cultural programs, open space and 

recreational facilities (gym, ice rink, pool), seniors centre, teen centre, library, administrative offices, 

multi-purpose rooms, and an elementary and secondary school. A series of operational agreements 

support the management of the site by School Board, Park Board, Library and City - as well as a non-

profit Community Centre Association (Britannia Community Services Centre). Built in the 1970s, the 

aging infrastructure and awkward layout requires redevelopment to improve access for residents to 

enjoy accessible and intuitive space. Renewal will improve service delivery for Grandview-Woodland, 

and residents in adjacent communities, including the Downtown Eastside, Strathcona, and Hastings-

Sunrise. Directions (see 13. Community Well-being)  

● Support the on-going renewal and expansion of the Britannia Community Centre. Colocate key 
facilities using a “hub” model.  
 
● Seek ways to mobilize air space parcels in the Britannia site to achieve plan objectives for 
social housing through co-location with other public facilities, provided there is no loss of 
green space.  
 
● Ensure buildings and open spaces are designed to be accessible, safe and inclusive, with improved 
wayfinding.  
 
● As part of the renewal of the Britannia Community Centre, renew and expand the Britannia Library.  
 
● Consider the design principles contained in the Britannia Strategic Master Plan:  

○ Emphasize and enhance the Napier Square greenway.  
○ Establish a stronger presence on Commercial Drive.  
○ Consider views from the site.  
○ Cluster recreational facilities and programming spaces.  
○ Connect the site to the street grid with pathways and greenways.  
○ Enhance views of the 1908-11 historic secondary school building.  

 
● In consultation with Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh, and urban Aboriginal service 
providers and artists, include elements of Aboriginal culture in the future design of the community 
centre.  
 
● Expand Napier Square as a hard-surfaced plaza with enhanced programming; and explore other 
opportunities to improve greenspace on-site.  
 
Citation: City of Vancouver, “Grandview Woodland Community Plan”. Approved by Council July 28, 2016. 
Published April 2017. Accessed online 8/30/2017. web: http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/grandview-woodland-
community-plan.pdf 

 

http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/grandview-woodland-community-plan.pdf
http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/grandview-woodland-community-plan.pdf

